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nasal secretion attending the act of crying remained localized to the healthy 
side. The functions of all the other cranial nerves remained normal. This 
observation, the author thought, seemed to support the view of Goldzieher, 
who considered the facial nerve to possess a secretory function. 

New Researches upon Arrest of Growth and Infantilism.— Van* den 
CORPDT (Acadimic de Mldeeine de Belgique, October 30, 1897) made a report 
upon the memoir of Hertoghe, of Anvers, in which that writer contends 
that arrests of growth, even when not myxcedematous in origin, such as are 
due to rhachitism, hyperazoturia, congenital syphilis, onanism, and other 
conditions, are amenable to thyroid treatment. He goes on to show that all 
arrested growth is dependent primarily upon an alteration of the thyroid 
gland. He distinctly asserts that the deleterious influences which retard 
growth exert their earliest effect upon the thyroid gland, which, as variously 
affected in its functions, produces, according to the degree of the lesion, 
obesity, rhachitism, chondro-drvstrophy, or, finally, myxcedenm more or less 
complete. 

Arrest of growth by toxic substances, like tobacco and alcohol, he believes, 
is brought about in the same way through the functions of the thyroid gland. 
The nature of infantilism is thus considerably simplified. 

Hertoghe has also studied the influence of the thyroid upon the develop¬ 
ment of the reproductive organs, and concluded that hypertrophy of the 
thyroid is the first sign of beginning puberty, and is indispensable to the 
adequate development of the sexual organs at puberty. According to this 
view, thyroid feeding finds a distinct indication in retarded puberty. [This 
paper, of which so far only a brief abstract has reached us, seems to open 
up a wide and fertile field for investigation.] 

Tr ansmissi on of the Power of Typhoid Agglutinative Action through 
the Milk.— Landouzy and Griffon (Socitti de Biologie, November G, 1897) 
reported the observation of a woman of nineteen years, ill of typhoid fever 
three months after her confinement. The disease was of moderate severity 
and the serum reaction was positive. The child, which she had been nursing, 
appeared to be in perfect health. Examination of its blood showed that the 
agglutinative power was quite distinctly marked. This transmission of the 
agglutinative action of the blood*serum from mother to offspring has already 
been observed in mice by Widal and Sicard. The case recorded, therefore, 
proves that the same fact may be predicated of the human animal. 

The Broncho-pulmonary Complications of Measles.— Hijtinel (Prcste 
Mtdieale, 1897, No. 38, p. 205) presents an interesting study of this subject, 
which may be epitomized as follows: 

A simple infection of the bronchial mucous membrane, due to the usual 
unhygienic causes in association with the ordinary pyogenic bacteria, may, 
under certain conditions, become contagious when the virulence of these 
germs has.been greatly increased. For example, if a child already suffering 
from streptococcic broncho-pneumonia is admitted to a hospital ward con¬ 
taining children with simple measles, the latter cases quickly become com¬ 
plicated, more or less seriously, with the same pulmonary lesion. 



PAEDIATRICS. 


495 


A child who previously to his measles has had a broncho-pulmonary infec¬ 
tion may have a reappearance of this infection with the outbreak of measles, 
even though he had been apparently well of the precedent trouble for some 
little time. The previous existence of actual broncho-pneumonic lesion is 
not necessary, provided the infection itself has existed. Taken in its widest 
sense such pre-existent infection embraces the subjects of former tubercu¬ 
losis, those that have had simple or specific catarrhs or localized pharyngeal 
infections, and finally those old hospital sojourners whose mouths and naso- 
pharynges have had a chance from their surroundings to become infected with 
virulent microbes. 

The crowding together of children increases the virulence of germs and 
the number and gravity of the infections. Frequently one observes the pro¬ 
gressive aggravation of measles in isolating wards which cannot be frequently 
disinfected. Cases usually enter these pavilions in successive series. The 
first are usually benign cases; in the second series the fever falls less promptly, 
and more or less serious complications are noted; with the third series broncho¬ 
pneumonias often appear. These at first do not seem severe, but soon the 
severity of the complication increases, and fatal cases or subacute broncho¬ 
pulmonary infections become common. 

It is to be observed that not only pre-existent infections of the respiratory 
passages may cause broncho-pneumonia in rubeolous patients, but the infec¬ 
tion may be heteromorphous. A child may present a more or less grave 
cutaneous infection; following a measles he ha3 a chance of infecting the 
lung. An intestinal or buccal infection may act in the same way. 

Clinically the broncho-pulmonary complications of measles present three 
principal types: 1. A very acute form developing as a suffocative catarrh; 
2. An acute form having all the characters of broncho-pneumonia; 3. A 
subacute or delayed form, suggesting tuberculosis, which may be called a 
pseudo-tuberculou3 broncho-pneumonia. 

In order to avoid the broncho-pulmonary complications of measles it is 
therefore necessary to realize as much as possible the asepsis of rubeolous 
patients and to disinfect the quarters in which such patients are cared for. 

Gangrene of the Soft Parts of the Thorax Following Measles.—Wux- 
der (Miinchener medicinische Wochenschrift, 1897, No. 20, S. 536) reports the 
case of a girl, aged two years, who, on the tenth day of an attack of measles, 
presented a plaque of gangrene the size of the palm of the hand upon the 
right lateral aspect of the thorax, below the axilla. The periosteum of the 
subjacent ribs was laid bare, with a part of the great pectoral muscle. Cure 
resulted without functional impairment after a large abscess had developed 
in the internal aspect of the arm facing the gangrenous area. 

The author attributes the localization of gangrene to the habit which the 
child had of lying on its right side. The compression had produced throm¬ 
bosis of the long thoracic artery, with consequent gangrene of the tissues, 
whose power of resistance had been weakened by the disease. 

Contribution to the Pathology of Pertussis.—Reasoning from the anal¬ 
ogy of many other infectious diseases, Fjrohlich, of Breslau (Jakrbuchf. 
Einderheilhunde, 1897, Bd. xliv.), has succeeded in discovering that the blood 



